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The official name of the tournament is the Concacaf Central American Cup (hereinafter:
the “Competition”). Concacaf (as defined herein), at its sole discretion, may change the
official name of the Competition and include a title or presenting sponsor in the official
name and/or the official marks. The Competition is played every year.

The Competition is an official tournament of The Confederation of North, Central America
and Caribbean Association Football (hereinafter: “Concacaf”).

The Competition consists of four (4) rounds (each, hereinafter: a “Round”):
1.3.1. Group Stage

1.3.2. Quarterfinals

1.3.3. Semifinals & Play-In

1.3.4. Finals

1.3.5. When referring to all four (4) stages. the Competition.

Each of Concacaf’'s Central American Member Associations (hereinafter. the
“Associations”) may enter a certain number of club teams for the Competition in
accordance with the qualification process, as defined by Concacaf and described
herein, for each Association.

Concacaf is the sole owner of the Competition and of all rights emanating from the
Competition, and has the exclusive right to organize, control, and manage this
Competition. These rights include, but are not limited to, all financial rights, audiovisual
and radio recording, reproduction and broadcasting rights, multimedia rights, marketing,
sponsorship, and promotional rights, and incorporeal rights such as emblems and rights
arising under copyright and trademark law. Any rights relating to the Competition that
these Regulations (as defined herein) do not specifically grant to a Participating Club (as
defined herein) or Association shall belong to Concacaf.

This Competition will also serve as the qualifying tournament for the 2027 Concacaf
Champions Cup.

These Competition regulations (hereinafter: the “Regulations”) govern the rights, duties,
and responsibilities of all participating in the Competition. These Regulations, Technical

V
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Guide (as defined herein), Concacaf Statutes, and all other Concacaf rules, regulations,
circulars, directives, and decisions in force shall apply and are binding for all participating
Associations, officials, players, and their respective club teams and for all persons
involved in the preparation, organization, and hosting of the Competition.
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Official Draw and Workshop: May 26-27, 2026
Group Stage Week 1. July 28-30, 2026

Group Stage Week 2: August 4-6, 2026

Group Stage Week 3: August 11-13, 2026

Group Stage Week 4. August 18-20, 2026

Group Stage Week 5: August 25-27, 2026
Quarterfinals: September 8-10, 15-17, 2026
Semifinals & Play-In: October 20-22, 27-29, 2026
Finals: December 02 & 06 2026
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3.1. The responsibilities of Concacaf, among other matters, include but are not limited to:
3.1.1. Organizing the Competition.

3.1.2. Supervising general preparations, deciding on the Competition format draws, and
forming the pairings.

3.1.3. Determining the match schedule and kick-off times for the Competition.

3.1.4. Setting the dates and approving the venues of the matches during the
Competition.

3.1.5. Appointing Venue Coordinators, Match Coordinators, Match Commissioners,
Security Officers, Referees, Referee Assessors, Disciplinary Committee Members,
and any other delegates (collectively, hereinafter: the “Competition Officials”) for
the Competition.

3.1.6. Daily per-diem and international traveling expenses for the Competition Officials.

3.1.7. Approving the choice of the WADA-accredited laboratory that shall perform doping
analyses.

3.1.8. Deciding which matches shall be subject to doping tests.
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3.1.9. Informing the Disciplinary Committee of any breach of any applicable regulations
for appropriate action.

3.1.10.Replacing clubs that have withdrawn from the Competition and on the basis on
which such a replacement occurs.

3.1.11. Settling cases of force majeure.
3.1.12.Selecting the official match ball and the stipulated technical material.

3.1.13.0rganizing and coordinating the post-match award ceremony immediately
following the 2" leg match of the Final Round.

3.1.14.Dedling with any other aspect of the Competition that is not the responsibility of
any other body under the terms of these Regulations.

3.2. The decisions taken by Concacaf are final, binding, and not subject to appeal.

3.3. Concacaf may modify these Regulations, from time to time, in order to comply with the
laws of a specific jurisdiction, when applicable. All parties’ responsibilities, rights, and
obligations hereunder shall be subject to the compliance of local laws, regulations,
ordinances, and other rules issued by competent authorities from the applicable
jurisdictions.

VkKku@b-"-;uDb-7* "3FU0B

4.1 Each club that qualifies for the Competition and executes a TPA (as defined herein)
(hereinafter: a “Participating Club”) shall be responsible throughout the Competition for:

4.1.1. The conduct of all players, coaches, managers, officials, media officers,
representatives, and guests of its delegation (hereinafter: the “Team Delegation
Members”), and of any person carrying out duties on its behalf in the Competition.

4.1.2. Ensuring the provision of adequate insurance to cover its Team Delegation
Members and any other persons carrying out duties on its behalf against all risks,
including but not limited to health, injury, accident, disease, and travel in
consideration of the relevant rules or regulations.

4.1.3. Providing Concacaf with all the information and/or documentation requested
within the stipulated deadlines. Participating Clubs that fail to provide Concacaf
with all requested information and/or documentation within the stipulated
deadlines shall be imposed a fine in accordance with the amounts established in
Appendix 3 of the Concacaf Disciplinary Code, except in unforeseen
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circumstances and cases of force majeure, as determined by the Concacaf
Disciplinary Committee in its sole discretion.

4.1.4. Applying for visas within the required time as stated by the diplomatic missions of
the countries to be visited, when necessary.

4.1.5. Attending press conferences and other official media activities organized by
Concacaf and in accordance with its instructions.

4.1.6. Attending the mandatory Match Coordination Meeting (hereinafter. “/MCM”), at the
predesignated time and location.

4.1.7. Allowing Concacaf to use its marks for the promotion of the Competition and allow
the Competition sponsors to use its marks in a collective form only, for the sole
purpose of promoting the Competition as per the Concacaf commercial
regulations (hereinafter: the “Commercial Regulations”), as attached hereto.

4.1.8. Collaborating and supporting Concacaf with the promotions and activations of
Competition sponsors as per the Commercial Regulations.

4.2 Each Participating Club that is a home club (each, hereinafter: a “Home Club” or similarly,
a “Home Team”) shall be responsible throughout the Competition for:

4.2.1. Providing a stadium that meets the criteria established by Concacaf.

4.2.2. Ensuring that the stadium is made completely available on one (1) day
immediately prior to the match (hereinafter. “MD-1”) and two (2) daysimmediately
prior to the match (hereinafter “MD-2") for the Final Round, for sole use by
Concacaf delegation, to conduct walk-throughs, install signage, and conduct any
other activity reasonably requested. No other activities, unrelated to the
Competition, may be held during this time.

4.2.3. Providing access to a training field that is similar in size and surface type for use
on MD-1if the stadium is unavailable due to weather issues.

4.2.4. Providing for the local transportation of the designated Competition Officials upon
arrival and until departure for all official functions.

4.2.5. Providing single rooms in the local hotel (including breakfast and internet) for the
designated Competition Officials.

4.2.6. Reserving and providing the necessary rooms and/or equipment for the Team
Arrival Meeting (hereinafter: “TAM”) and MCM.

4.2.7. Providing all local information as may be reasonably requested by their visiting
opponent in accordance with the schedule determined by Concacaf.

4.2.8. Recommending hotels to the Away Team and advising which hotel is being used
by the Competition Officials to avoid conflict.

9
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4.2.9. Providing all water and isotonic beverages as detailed by Concacaf in the
Concacaf club competitions’ technical guide (hereinafter: the “Technical Guide”),
as attached hereto.

4.2.10. Obtaining insurance for the training fields.
4.2.11. Ensuring that the match pitch is available for the Team’s official training session.

4.2.12. Obtaining and maintaining all music licenses from performers’ rights
organizations and other relevant owners, in addition to all other necessary
clearances, permits, and authorizations to all music, tracks and songs played in-
stadium, at their sole expense.

4.2.13. Providing security escorts for all the official movements for both Clubs and the
Competition Officials.

4.2.14. Providing a team licison who will be responsible for and available to the Away
Team throughout their stay and must:

4.2.14.1 Speak the language of the team.

4.2.14.2 Meet the team upon arrival at the airport and accompany them to all
trainings and the match.

4.2.14.3 Assist the team with special requests, such as arranging special menus.

4.2.14.4 Arranging the transportation to and from the MCM for the Team
Delegation Members.

4.2.14.5 Make certain that the team locker room is cleaned and ready with the
required provisions as per the Technical Guide.

4.2.14.6 Confirm the seating arrangements for the Away Team VIPs as outlined.

4.2.14.7 Any additional reasonable requests for the locker room on match day
by the Away Club (as defined herein) and/or Concacaf.

4.2.15. Providing the match tickets as detailed in the Commercial Regulations, by no later
than MD -2.

4.2.16. Guaranteeing law and order as well as safety in the stadium in collaboration with
the relevant authorities as established in Concacaf’s safety and security
guidelines (hereinafter: the “Safety and Security Guidelines”), attached hereto.

4.2.17. Providing a segregated safe section for the Away Club’s supporters.

4.2.18. Undertaking and arranging adequate liability insurance coverage with respect to
the stadium in which the match is to be held and adding Concacaf and the
Competition’s marks as an “Additional Insured” party in the policy and providing
Concacaf with a copy of such policy prior to the Home Club’s first match in the

Competition.
v .
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4.2.19. Providing an office at the stadium with a dedicated wireless internet connection
for the Competition Officials.

4.2.20. Providing a dedicated wireless internet connection for the Competition Officials
at the fourth official bench.

4.2.21. Providing at least twelve (12) practice balls and at least twenty (20) bibs, ten (10)
each of two (2) colors, to the Away Team to utilize for their official practice on
MD-1 and for the pre-match warmup, if requested by the Away Team prior to
traveling to venue.

4.2.22. Providing for a minimum of twelve (12) ball kids for each match who are fourteen
(14) years of age or older.

4.2.23. If the case of hosting the Final of the Competition, assisting and cooperating with
Concacaf to coordinate the arrangements for the post-match awards
presentation on the pitch immediately following the second leg Finall.

4.2.24. Covering all costs associated with this section 4.2.

4.3 Each Participating Club that is the away club (each, hereinafter. an “Away Club” or
similarly, an “Away Team”) shall be responsible throughout the Competition for:

4.3.1. Arriving at the venue’s host city no later than twenty-four (24) hours before the
scheduled match to properly conduct the pre-match Competition activities and
fulfil media obligations as required in the Concacaf media and marketing
regulations (hereinafter: the “Media Regulations”), as attached hereto.

4.3.1.1. Thisrequirement shall also apply to any Home Club which is hosting a home
match at a neutral venue.

4.3.2. Providing for their own international and local travel, transport, and any costs
incurred in obtaining visas.

4.3.3. Providing their own hotel accommodations and meal expenses.
4.3.4. Providing airport taxes, laundry costs, and customary tips.

4.3.5. Having a cell phone during away matches that has the capacity to make and
receive phone calls while abroad.

4.3.6. Making any reasonable and timely requests for guidance, information, and/or
assistance from the Home Club.

4.3.7. Advising the Home Club of any special travel or accommodation requests, no
later than seven (7) days prior to the match.

4.3.8. Advising the Home Club of any special requests such as a training field,
transportation needs, beverages for training, etc. no later than seven (7) days

prior to the match.
v .
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4.3.9. Advising the Home Club of the approximate number of supporters who will be
attending and if they are aware of any problematic supporters who might attend
or try to access the stadium.

4.3.10. Traveling with a minimum of eighteen (18 players) from the approved 23-Player
Roster for any match.

4.3.11. Covering all costs associated with this section 4.3, unless otherwise agreed by
the Home Club.

4.4 Participating Clubs and their Team Delegation Members participating in the Competition
shall agree to fully respect and comply with:

4.4.1. The Laws of the Game and the principles of Fair Play.

4.4.2. The Concacaf Statues and all Concacaf regulations, rules, codes, protocols,
circulars, directive, guidelines and decisions (including these Regulations and the
Technical Guide).

4.4.3. All decisions and directives of the Concacaf Council.
4.4.4. The FIFA Code of Ethics.
4.4.5. The FIFA Doping Control Regulations.

4.4.6. All Concacaf protocols during matches and their enforcement (e.g., Concacaf
anti-discrimination protocol for incidents during matches).

4.4.7. All Concacaf anti-match manipulation and anti-discrimination stipulations.

4.4.8. All Concacaf marketing and media requirements, as stipulated in the Media
Regulations.

4.4.9. All kit and equipment requirements as per section 16 of these Regulations.

4.4.10. Providing to Concacaf, prior to the first match of the Competition, statistics,
players photographs, stadium information, aerial photographs, and any
additional information as requested to assist in the promotion of the Competition.

4.4.11. Fielding only eligible players. Failure to do so shalllead to the sanctions stipulated
in the Disciplinary Code (as defined herein).

4.5 Participating Clubs shall take all necessary actions for their Team Delegation Members
to be bound by and comply with all the aforementioned statutes, regulations, rules,
codes, protocols, circulars, directives, decisions, stipulations, and requirements.

4.6 Refrain from any illegal, immoral, or unethical behavior that damages, or could damage

the integrity and reputation of football or Concacaf and must cooperate fully with
Concacaf at all times in efforts to prevent, investigate, and sanction any such behavior.

V
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4.7 Each Participating Club shall not refer (directly or indirectly) to its team as an inferior team
publicly or in the print and/or electronic media.
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5.1 The specific entry criteria for each Association and each Regional Cup shall be
agreed upon between Concacaf and each Association(s) in question. Each club that
meets the criteria described in this section 5 shall be a qualified club to the
Competition (hereinafter: a “Qualified Club”).

5.1.1 Belize’s qualification criteria:

5.1.1.1 Seasonal Champion of the Premier League of Belize (PLB) which has
accumulated the most amount of points in the Opening or Closing
tournaments.

5.1.1.2 If one or more clubs are tied on total points in the regular season, then the
domestic league tiebreaker criteria shall apply to qualify the club to the
Competition.

5.1.2 Costa Rica’s qualification criteria:
5.1.2.1 2025 Apertura Champion of the Liga Primera Division.
5.1.2.2 2026 Clausura Champion of the Liga Primera Division.

5.1.2.3 Non-Champion which has accumulated the most amount of points in the
2025 Apertura and 2026 Clausura tournaments.

5.1.2.4 Non-Champion which has accumulated the second most amount of
points in the 2025 Apertura and 2026 Clausura tournaments

5.1.2.5 If the same club wins both the Apertura and Clausura tournaments: The
two non-champion clubs which have accumulated the most amount of
points in the Apertura and Clausura tournaments will qualify to the
Competition.

5.1.2.6 If one or more clubs are tied on total points in the regular season, then the
domestic league tiebreaker criteria shall apply to qualify the club to the
Competition.

5.1.3 El Salvador’s qualification criteria:
5.1.3.1 2025 Apertura Champion of Primera Division de Futbol de El Salvador.
5.1.3.2 2026 Clausura Champion of Primera Division de Futbol de El Salvador.

5.1.3.3 Non-Champion which has accumulated the most amount of points in the
2025 Apertura and 2026 Clausura tournaments.
v .
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5.1.3.4 If the same club wins both the Apertura and Clausura tournaments: The
two non-champion clubs which have accumulated the most amount of
points in the Apertura and Clausura tournaments will qualify to the
Competition.

5.1.3.5 If one or more clubs are tied on total points in the regular season, then the
domestic league tiebreaker criteria shall apply to qualify the club to the
Competition.

5.1.4 Guatemala’s qualification criteria:
5.1.4.1 2025 Apertura Champion of Liga Nacional de Futbol de Guatemala.
5.1.4.2 2025 Apertura Runner-up of Liga Nacional de Futbol de Guatemala.
5.1.4.3 2026 Clausura Champion of Liga Nacional de Futbol de Guatemala.
5.1.4.4 2026 Clausura Runner-up of Liga Nacional de Futbol de Guatemala.

5.1.4.5 If the Champion club and Runner-Up club are the same from the 2025
Apertura and 2026 Clausura tournaments; then the 2 non-Champion
clubs which have accumulated the most amount of points in the both
tournaments will qualify to the Competition.

5.1.4.6 If the same club wins both 2025 Apertura and 2026 Clausura tournament
and there are different Runners-Up: The non-champion club which have
accumulated the most amount of points in both tournaments will qualify
to the Competition.

5.1.4.7 If different clubs win the 2025 Apertura and 2026 Clausura tournaments
and same club is the Runner-Up: The non-champion club which have
accumulated the most amount of points in both tournaments will qualify
to the Competition.

5.1.4.8 If one or more clubs are tied on total points in the regular season, then the
domestic league tiebreaker criteria shall apply to qualify the club to the
Competition.

5.1.5 Honduras’ qualification criteria:
5.1.5.1. 2025 Apertura Champion of Liga de Honduras.
5.1.5.2.2026 Clausura Champion of Liga de Honduras.

5.1.5.3.Non-Champion which has accumulated the most amount of points in the
2025 Apertura and 2026 Clausura tournaments.

5.1.5.4. If the same club wins both the Apertura and Clausura tournaments: The
two non-champion clubs which have accumulated the most amount of
points in the Apertura and Clausura tournaments will qualify to the

Competition.
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5.1.5.5.If one or more clubs are tied on total points in the regular season, then the
domestic league tiebreaker criteria shall apply to qualify the club to the
Competition.

5.1.6 Nicaragua’s qualification criteria:
5.1.6.1 2025 Apertura Champion of Liga Primera de Nicaragua.
5.1.6.2 2026 Clausura Champion of Liga Primera de Nicaragua.

5.1.6.3 In the event that the same club wins both tournaments (Apertura 2025
and Clausura 2026).

5.1.6.3.1 If the runner-up of the 2025 Apertura Tournament is the same as
the runner-up of the 2026 Clausura Tournament, that club will be
designated as the second representative.

5.1.6.3.2 If the runner-ups of the Apertura Tournament and the Clausura
Tournament are different, the second representative will be the
club that, between the two runner-ups, has obtained the highest
number of accumulated points in the overall season standings.

5.1.6.4 If one or more clubs are tied on total points in the regular season, then the
domestic league tiebreaker criteria shall apply to qualify the club to the
Competition.
5.1.7 Panama’s qualification criteria:
5.1.7.1 2025 Clausura Champion of Liga Panamena de Futbol.
5.1.7.2 2026 Clausura Champion of Liga Panamena de Futbol.

5.1.7.3 Non-Champion which has accumulated the most amount of points in the
2025 Clausura and 2026 Clausura tournaments.

5.1.7.4 If the same club wins both Clausuras tournaments. The two non-
champion clubs which have accumulated the most amount of points in
both Clausuras tournaments will qualify to the Competition.

5.1.7.5 If one or more clubs are tied on total points in the regular season, then the
domestic league tiebreaker criteria shall apply to qualify the club to the
Competition.

5.2 In the event of any disagreement in establishing or applying the entry criteria, Concacaf
shall determine and apply the entry criteria at its sole discretion.

V
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5.3 As a matter of principle, each club shall earn the right to be entered into the Competition
by its respective Association through:

5.3.1 Fair play and sporting merit.
5.3.2 Compliance with its Association’s regional club licensing requirements.
5.3.3 Financial good standing with its Association and Concacaf:

5.3.4 In the event of a disagreement establishing the entry criteria, Concacaf shall
determine and apply the entry criteria at its sole discretion.

5.4 Qualified Clubs must submit;

5.4.1 The signed team participation agreement (hereinafter. “TPA") by the date
specified by Concacaf, at which point they shall be officially registered for the
Competition.

5.4.2 All other documents required by the dates specified, as per Concacaf.

5.5 Upon entering the Competition each Participating Club agrees:

5.5.1 To play in the Competition until its elimination.

5.5.2 To ensure that its league schedule does not conflict with the Competition’s dates
and times, as determined and approved by Concacaf.

5.5.3 To field its strongest team throughout the Competition.

5.5.4 To ensure that its home venue meets the criteria established in sections 13 and 15
of these Regulations.

5.5.5 To play all scheduled matches on dates and times, as determined by Concacaf,
and set forth in accordance with these Regulations.

5.5.6 To provide Concacaf with any requirements defined in these Regulations.

5.5.7 To take all necessary actions for its Team Delegation Members to be bound by
and comply with all applicable laws, regulations, rules, codes, protocols,
directives, and decisions, including but not limited to, all disciplinary and appeals
rules and procedures, all anti-doping requirements, all anti-match manipulation,
all anti-discrimination stipulations, and all marketing and media requirements.

5.5.8 To refrain from any illegal, immoral, or unethical behavior that damages, or could
damage, the integrity and reputation of football and/or Concacaf and must
cooperate fully with Concacaf always, in its efforts to prevent, investigate, and
sanction such behavior.

16

V



Concacaf
‘ CENTRAL
AMERICAN
2026 REGULATIONS cupP

5.5.9 That the Participating Club itself as well as its Team Delegation Members
recognize the jurisdiction of the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), as defined by
the Concacaf Statutes and FIFA Statutes.

5.6 The Competition’s Champion:

5.6.1 Does not gain automatic entry to the next edition of the Competition.
5.6.2 Will qualify to the 2027 Concacaf Champions Cup Round of 16.

5.6.3 The runner-up, losing semifinalists and the Play-In Winners will qualify to the 2027
Concacaf Champions Cup Round One.

XBUJB :( D, & *Uu6&

6.1 Allmatches shall be played in accordance with International Football Association Board’s
(hereinafter: “IFAB”) the Laws of the Game (hereinafter: the “Laws of the Game”) in force
at the time of the Competition. In the case of any discrepancy in the interpretation of the
Laws of the Game, the English version shall be authoritative.

6.2 Each match shall last 90 minutes, comprising of two periods of 45 minutes, with a half-
time interval of 15 minutes.

17
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COMPETITION
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7.1 If an Association does not properly enter a Qualified Club(s) into the Competition, or such
Qualified Club(s) are unable to meet the criteria established in these Regulations
(considered “non-entry”), then Concacaf shall decide, at its sole discretion, the course of
action in relation to the vacant spot(s) in the Competition. The same shall also apply to
cases in which an Association and/or a Qualified Club are not in good standing with
Concacaf or a Qualified Club is not in good standing with its Association. This decision
may include:

7.1.1 Providing for an alternate club(s) from the Association(s) in question.
7.1.2 Providing for an alternate club(s) from a different Association(s).

7.1.3 Leaving a space vacant and granting a “bye” to its opponent(s).

7.2 Once having entered the Competition, Participating Clubs shall meet all obligations,
including but not limited to, participating in all matches of the Competition. Failure to
participate in any match may be considered by Concacaf, at its sole discretion, as a
withdrawal from the Competition. A withdrawal may have a serious impact on the
integrity of the Competition, and as such, the penalties as specified below shall apply,
except in cases of force majeure or unforeseen circumstances deemed acceptable by
Concacaf in its sole discretion.

7.3 The following fines shall apply if a Qualified Club withdraws from the Competition:

7.3.1 After signing the TPA and up to seven (7) days prior to the draw: A fine of fifteen
thousand U.S. dollars (USD 15,000).

7.3.2 From seven (7) days prior to the draw and up to the first match of the Competition:
A fine of thirty thousand U.S. dollars (USD 30,000).

7.3.3 From the first match of the Competition and up to the first match of the
Quarterfinal: A fine of sixty thousand U.S. dollars (USD 60,000).

7.3.4 Any time after the first match of the Quarterfinal: A fine of one hundred thousand
U.S. dollars (USD 100,000).

7.4 Failure to play or complete any one particular match does not release a team from its
obligation to play in other matches as scheduled in the Competition. All cases shall be
subject to review by the Concacaf Disciplinary Committee (hereinafter: “Disciplinary
Committee”) for possible sanctions and/or fines.

19
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7.5 Except in cases of force majeure or unforeseen circumstances as deemed acceptable
by Concacdf, in its sole discretion, a Qualified Club that withdraws during any Round of
the Competition:

7.5.1 May be ordered to reimburse the opposing club(s) and/or Concacaf any expenses
that such opposing club(s) and/or Concacaf have already incurred as a result of
its proposed involvement or non-involvement in the Competition.

7.5.2 May be required to pay compensation for any damages or losses arising from its
withdrawal.

7.5.3 Shall be disqualified from taking part in the next two editions of the Competition.

7.5.4 Shall be referred to the Disciplinary Committee for additional sanctions.

7.6 The Association of any penalized club shall be responsible for ensuring that specified
sanctions are fully enforced.

7.7 Failure of the Competition’s champion to participate in the 2027 Concacaf Champions
Cup will result in a fine of will result in a fine of USD 100.000 payable to Concacaf:

7.8 No appeal may be made against these decisions.

7.9 If a match cannot commence on-time or is stopped by the Referee before the end of
normal time due to force majeure or any other incidents (including but not limited to, the
pitch is not fit for play, weather conditions, floodlight failure, etc), the following
procedures must be followed:

7.9.1 The match shall first be delayed for a minimum of thirty (30) minutes, unless the
Referee decides that the match can commence earlier, before a decision to
reschedule the match is taken.

7.9.2 Atthe discretion of the Referee, another delay of a maximum of thirty (30) minutes
shall be allowed if in their opinion this extra period of delay shall allow the match
to commence.

7.9.3 If the match cannot commence at the end of this second thirty (30)-minute
period, the Referee shall declare the match to have been cancelled.

7.9.4 In the case of a cancelled match, Concacaf shall decide within two hours of the
Referee’s decision to cancel the match, whether the match can be rescheduled
(taking sporting and organizational considerations into account), or whether any
other action and decision is needed to continue with the Competition. Any
disciplinary sanctions resulting from the cancelled match will remain in force.

7.9.5 If the match is stopped and cannot resume for the reasons stated above, then it
shall be considered abandoned. Play shall recommence the immediately
following day at the point where it was stopped and played to completion, thus

V
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avoiding considerable extra expenses for the Away Club. If it is still impossible to
complete the match the immediately following day for the same reasons,
Concacaf shall determine how and when the match shall be completed. The
expenses thus incurred by the Away Club shall be divided equally between the
two Participating Clubs.

7.10 The following principles shall apply to the recommencement of the match:

7.10.1 The match shallrecommence with the same players on the pitch and substitutes
available as when the match was abandoned.

7.10.2 No additional substitutes may be added to the list of players on the Start List.

7.10.3 The teams can only make the number of substitutions to which they were still
entitled when the match was abandoned.

7.10.4 Players sent off during the abandoned match cannot be replaced.

7.10.5 Any sanctions imposed before the match was abandoned remain valid for the
remainder of the match.

7.10.6 The kick-off time, date (foreseen for the immediately following day), and location
shall be decided by Concacaf in consultation with the Participating Clubs.

7.10.7 Any matters requiring further attention shall be decided by Concacaf in its sole
discretion.

ZI@&; 3u" &6 &7DB

8.1 If any Qualified Club withdraws or is excluded from the Competition, the Concacaf
Council shall decide whether to replace such Qualified Club with another club.

[B3-*-0-3-DM : ( ; 30M&@B

9.1 A player who is elected to represent his club in the Competition shall comply with all
Concacaf statutory requirements for eligibility of players.

9.2 Protests regarding the eligibility of players shall be decided by the Disciplinary
Committee in accordance with the Disciplinary Code.

9.3 The Participating Club shall be responsible for fielding only eligible players. Failure to do
so shall lead to the consequences stipulated in the Disciplinary Code.

21

V



Concacaf
‘ CENTRAL
AMERICAN
2026 REGULATIONS cupP

9.4 If Concacaf believes a player’s eligibility is in question, Concacaf reserves the right to
consider the said player ineligible to participate in any Round of the Competition until
the player’s eligibility status is confirmed by Concacaf in accordance with the
applicable regulations.

9.5 Any team found to have fielded an ineligible player shall forfeit the match. If the result
of the match was a victory for the club fielding the ineligible player, three points will be
awarded to the opposing club on the basis of a 3-0O score, or more points may be
awarded, depending on the result of the match. This incident shall be submitted to the
Disciplinary Committee for further review.

SRBuM&@B» 3-BDB

10.1 Competition Roster:

10.1.1 Each Participating Club shall provide its thirty-five (35)-player roster to Concacaf
no later than fourteen (14) days prior to the first match of the Competition
(hereinafter: the “Competition Roster”). This Competition Roster is binding and
shall contain the names of no less than eighteen (18) players and no more than
thirty-five (35) players.

10.1.2 If the Competition Roster does not include the maximum thirty-five (35) players,
then additional players may be added provided the maximum of thirty-five (35)
players is not exceeded.

10.1.3 Each Participating Club shall provide their twenty-three (23)-player final match
roster (with a minimum of eighteen (18) players), selected from their approved
Competition Roster, to Concacaf no later than forty-four (44) hours prior to each
match kick-off (hereinafter: the “23-Player Roster”).

10.1.4 Aplayer registered on a Participating Club’s Roster cannot be deleted, regardless
of the reason.

10.1.5 Each Participating Club shall include at least three (3) goalkeepers on their
Competition Roster, of which a minimum of two (2) goalkeepers shall be listed on
the 23-Player Roster.

10.1.6 If both goalkeepers on the 23-Player Roster suffer long-term injuries or illness,
then the Participating Club may replace the goalkeeper in question with a
goalkeeper at any time during the Competition from the Competition Roster. An
injury or iliness is considered long-term if it incapacitates the goalie for longer
than thirty-five (35) days. A medical report must be submitted to Concacaf
detailing the extent of the injury to the goalkeeper before a replacement player,
from the Competition Roster, shall be permitted as a replacement.
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10.1.7 All Rosters and Team Delegation Members must be approved by the
Participating Club’s Association prior to being sent to Concacaf.

10.2 Once a player has had active time on the pitch for a Participating Club in the
Competition, that player may not be registered for any other Participating Club during
the same edition of the Competition.

10.3 All players shall be registered with the Participating Club and the appropriate
Association and eligible to play in any league match for the current playing season per
the FIFA transfer deadlines in each Association.

10.4 All players shall have a legal and valid government issued identification containing a
photograph and giving full details on the player’s date of birth (day, month, and year).

SBbu@b 3-BDB u7$ BFUBD- DFD&B

1.1 Up to twenty-three (23) players may be entered on the Start List (11 starters and 12
substitutes) (hereinafter: the “Start List”). Up to a maximum of five (5) substitutes may
take the place of the selected players at any time during the match. The Start List shall
be signed by the head coach of the Participating Club upon arrival to the stadium on
match day and no later than ninety (90) minutes prior to such match.

11.2 Upon arrival at the stadium and no later than ninety (90) minutes prior to any match, a
representative from each team must submit its Start List to the Venue Coordinator or
other authorized Concacaf official and should also have the documentation listed in
section 10.4 for verification if needed. Any player without the relevant documentation
may be deemed ineligible to play. Each team shall receive a copy of the opposing
team’s Start List seventy-five (75) minutes prior to kick-off.

11.3 After the Start Lists have been completed, signed by the head coach, and returned to
the Venue Coordinator, and if the match has not yet kicked off, the following instructions
shall apply:

11.3.1 If any of the starting eleven (11) players listed on the Start List are not able to start
the match for any reason, they may be replaced by any of the twelve (12)
substitutes on the Start List. The replaced player(s) may no longer participate in
the match, and as such, the quota of substitute players shall be reduced
accordingly. During the match, five (5) players may still be substituted.

11.3.2 If any of the twelve (12) substitutes listed on the Start List are not able to be fielded
for any reason, such substitute may not be replaced on the bench by an
additional player, and as such, that the quota of substitutes shall be reduced
accordingly. During the match, five (5) players may still be substituted.
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1.4 |If a starting player sustains a serious injury or is so ill that he can no longer be expected
to play, he may be replaced prior to pre-match protocol, without penalty, by an eligible
substitute from the Start List, but shall be listed as injured on the Start List and shall be
ineligible to play the match.

1.5 Although no longer eligible to play as a substitute, the injured or ill player who was
removed from the Start List may be seated on the substitutes’ bench, and if so, would
then also be eligible for doping control selection.

1.6 A maximum of twenty-one (21) people (twelve (12) substitute players and nine (9) club
delegates) are permitted on the substitutes’ bench. The club delegates shall have their
names and functions indicated on the official form provided by Concacaf prior to the
match. Note: suspended Team Delegation Members are not permitted to sit on the
substitutes’ bench.

1.7 Up to nine (9) club delegates of each Participating Club shall be allowed on the
substitute bench for each match. Of the nine (9) club delegates, the following positions
are mandatory: Head Coach, Assistant Coach and two (2) members of the Medical Staff,
which can be: Doctor, Medical Assistant and/or Physiotherapist, Physician or Athletic
Trainer/Therapist. If the Head Coach is serving a suspension, the Participating Club shall
designate an Assistant Coach registered in the Competition as the acting Head Coach
on the substitute bench.

11.8 If one of the club delegates is sent off prior to the start of the match, the Participating
Club shall not be allowed to add another club delegate to the substitute bench.

STk@ uD 0U7$ BD@F"DF@& :( D, &

12.1 Matches in the Competition, with the exception of the second Final, shall be evening
matches and played on either Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday, as decided by
Concacaf.

12.2 The second Leg Final shall be played on the weekend (Saturday or Sunday) as decided
by Concacaf.

12.3 Participating Clubs agree to play at their home stadiums, which must be approved by
Concacaf, and must ensure that their league schedule does not conflict with the dates
and times, as decided by Concacaf.

12.4 As previously mentioned, The Competition will consist of four (4) rounds:

12.4.1 Group Stage
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12.4.2 Quarterfinals
12.4.3 Semifinals & Play-In
12.4.4 Finals

12.5 The Group Stage round shall consist of four (4) groups of five (5) teams. Each Team will
play two (2) home and two (2) away matches per team with three (3) points awarded
for a win, one (1) point awarded for a tie, and zero (0O) points awarded for a defeat. The
winner and runner-up from each group will advance to the Quarterfinals.

12.6 The Quarterfinals rounds will consist of a home and away series with the winners of the
Quarterfinals advancing to the Semifinals and the losing quarterfinalists advancing to

the Play-In round.

12.7 The Play-In round will consist of a home and away series with the winners qualifying to
the 2027 Concacaf Champions Cup Round One.

12.8 The Semifinals round will consist of a home and away series with the winners advancing
to the Finals Round.

12.9 The Finals round will consist of home and away series with the winners being crowned
champions.

12.10 Format

12.10.1 Teams shall be awarded three (3) points for every match they win and one (1)
point for every match they tie. No points shall be awarded for matches lost.

12.10.2However, three (3) points shall not be granted to a team that wins during extra
time or the penalty shootout, but rather points shall be based on the results
obtained in regular time of both first (Ist) and second (2nd) leg matches.

12.10.3 The winners and runners-up of each group will advance to the Quarterfinals (QF).

12.10.3.1 The four (4) group stage winners will be ranked 1-4 based on point
standings form the Group Sage.

12.10.3.2 The four (4) group stage runners-up will be ranked 5-8 based on point
standings from the Group Stage.

12.10.3.3 The higher ranked club in each pairing will host the 29 leg match in the
Quarterfinals.
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12.10.3.4 The Teams will be paired as follows:
12.10.3.4.1 QFI: Team1vs Team 8
12.10.3.4.2 QF2: Team 4 vs Team 5
12.10.3.4.3 OF3: Team 2 vs Team 7
12.10.3.4.4 OF4: Team 3 vsTeam 6
12.10.4 The losing clubs from each QF series will advance to the Play-In round.
1 Play-In 1. Loser QF1 vs Loser QF2
1 Play-In 2: Loser QF3 vs Loser QF4

12.10.5 The winning clubs from each QF series will advance to the Semifinals.

1 SFI: Winner QF1 vs Winner QF2

1  SF2: Winner QF3 vs. Winner QF4

12.10.6 The winners of each SF series will advance to the Finals.

1 Finals: Winner SF1 vs Winner SF2

12.11 Tie-Breaking Procedures for the Group Stage:

12.11.1 At the conclusion of each group in the Group Stage, clubs shall be ranked
according to the following criteria:

12.11.1.1 Greatest number of points obtained in all group matches.
12.11.1.2 Goal difference in all group matches.
12.11.1.3 Greatest number of goals scored in all group matches.

12.11.1.4 If two (2) or more teams are equal on the basis of the above criteriq,
their rankings shall be determined as follows:

12.11.1.4.1 Greater number of points obtained in matches between the
tied teams.
12.11.1.4.2 Greater goal difference in matches between the tied teams (if

more than two (2) teams finish equal on points).

12.11.1.4.3 Greater number of goals scored in matches among the tied
teams (if more than two (2) teams finish equal on points).
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12.11.1.4.4 The lowest number of points based on the number of yellow
and red cards in all group matches is considered according to
the following additions

Card Points

First yellow card: + 1 point
Second yellow card (Indirect red card): + 3 points
Directred card: + 4 points
Yellow card and direct red card: + 5 points

12.11.1.4.5 Highest-Concacaf Club Ranking position immediately after the
round is completed.

12.11.1.4.6 Drawing of lots by Concacaf.

12.11.2 Quarterfinals, Semifinals, Play-In and Finals:

12.11.2.1 If the aggregate goals between the two teams are equal at the end of
regulation time of the 2nd leg match, the tie-breaker criteria will be
determined as follows:

12.11.2.1.1 Greater number of away goals scored in regulation time in the
two matches.

12.11.2.1.2 If still tied, there will be two (2) periods of fifteen (15) minutes of
extra time with a five-minute break between the end of regular
time and start of extra time. As a rule, the players will remain on
the field of play during this five-minute break, at the discretion
of the referee.

12.11.2.1.3 Away goals will not serve as a tie-breaking criteria during the
extra time periods.

12.11.2.1.4 If the result is still tied after the 2nd period of extra-time, then
kicks from the penalty spot procedure will take place as per the
IFAB Laws of the Game

12.11.2.1.5 A sixth substitution will be allowed in extra time.
12.12 Determining the 2nd leg hosts per round:
12.12.1 Quarterfinals: The group winners will host the 2nd leg match in the Quarterfinals.

V
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12.12.2 Semifinals and Play-in: The highest ranked clubs, based on total points
accumulated in the Group stage and the Quarterfinals will host the 2nd leg
matches of the Semifinals and Play-in matches respectively.

12.12.3 Finals: The highest ranked club based on total points accumulated in The
Competition, will host the 2nd leg Final. The below criteria will be used in deciding
the ranking of the clubs, having in mind all Group Stage, Quarterfinals and
Semifinals matches.

12.12.4 Teams will be awarded three (3) points for every match they win and one (1) point
for every match they tie. No points will be awarded for matches lost. Additionally,
it should be noted that three (3) points will not be granted to the team that wins
during extra time or the penalty shootout but rather will be based on the results
obtained in regular time of both Ist and 2nd leg matches. To determine the
ranking of the clubs the following tie-breaker criteria will apply:

12.12.4.1. Most points awarded.
12.12.4.2. Best goal difference.
12.12.4.3. Most goal scored.
12.12.4.4. NMost away goals scored.
12.12.4.5. Most wins

12.12.4.6. Most away wins

12.12.4.7. The lowest number of points accumulated is based on the number of
vellow and red cards per match according to the following parameters:

Card Date

First yellow card: + 1 point
Second yellow card (Indirect red card): + 3 points
Direct red card: + 4 points
Yellow card and direct red card: + 5 points

12.12.4.8. Highest-Concacaf Club Ranking position immediately after the round is
completed

12.12.4.9. Drawing of lots by Concacaf.
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13.1 Each Club shall be responsible for the inspection of the venue(s) that resides within its
territories, and which will be utilized for this Competition. This inspection must be
completed no later than ninety (90) days prior to the first match of the Competition
utilizing Concacaf’s inspection forms.

13.2 Unless stipulated otherwise in these Regulations, matches in the Competition must be
played in a stadium which meets all the requirements and standards as stated in these
Regulations and the latest version of the Concacaf stadium guidelines (hereinafter: the
“Stadium Guidelines”), as attached hereto. Each Participating Club shall ensure and
attest to Concacaf that its stadium meets the aforementioned requirements and
standards no later than sixty (60) days prior to the first match of the Competition.

13.3 Lighting:

13.3.1 The field of play shall comply with the illumination requirements as per the
Technical Guide and the latest Stadium Guidelines.

13.3.2 The floodlights must be fully turned on at least seventy-five (75) minutes prior to
kick-off or at sunset, whichever comes first.

13.3.3 Participating Clubs must ensure that floodlighting installations are properly
maintained and provide Concacaf with a valid lighting certificate issued within
the previous six (6) months. Concacaf may conduct an independent
assessment of lighting levels in any stadium and shall notify the Participating
Clubs with reasonable advanced notice of the results of such assessments and
of any required updates.

13.3.4 Matches played at night shall only be played at stadiums in which the
floodlighting installations meet Concacaf’s minimum lighting requirements, i.e.
that the whole pitch shall be evenly lit, with a required lighting level of at least
1,000 lux (or as otherwise specified for this Competition). An emergency power
generator shall also be available which, in the event of a power failure, which
guarantees at least two-thirds of the before mentioned intensity of light for the
whole pitch and has sufficient light for the safe egress of those in attendance.
Concacaf reserves the right to grant exceptions on a case-by-case basis.

13.4 The training field must be the same size and type (artificial or natural pitch) as the match
field and shall be subject to approval by Concacaf. The training field shall only be utilized
if the teams are unable to conduct their official practice at the stadium due to severe
weather or unless such training would, in the view of the Referee, Match Commissioner,
or other Concacaf delegates, cause excessive damage to the playing surface.
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13.5 If the Away Club cannot train on the match field, the Home Club shall advise the reasons
why the field is not available, allow the Away Club to do a walk-through around the field
to familiarize themselves with the stadium, and make available a field of comparable
quality and surface at no additional cost to them.

13.6 Clocks in the stadium showing the amount of time played may run during the match,
provided that they run up (from 0’-45’ in the first (Ist) half and 45’-90’ in the second
(2nd) half) and they are stopped at the end of normal playing time after each half.

13.7 Each Home Club shall open stadium doors to spectators a minimum of two (2) hours
prior to scheduled kick-off time.

13.8 Official Training:
13.8.1 Weather permitting and considering the condition and/or preservation of the
pitch, both teams shall be allowed to train for no longer than one (1) hour for their
official practice at the stadium on MD-1.
13.8.2 The Away Team shall be given preference on the time they schedule to train on

MD-1. If floodlighting is required for training, then it must be provided by the Home
Club at no additional charge to the Away Team.

13.8.3 |
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